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10. (Canceled) In a computer system haying a graphical user interface 
including a display, a method comprising the steps pf:|l| x jP r " " 
receiving a video signal; ^llk 
displaying the video signal in a video region ^ display; 
receiving text communications from one or more viewers of the video signal, the text 
communications being related to the vi|eo sipffilf pd^ 

displaying the received text 'tommunications in a chat region on the 
display with the videg^igial; 1| ^ 

displayii^i^nlfeifying characteristic of the video signal outside of the 
video and cl^te wherein the identifying characteristic 

includes a backg|i||id underlying at least one of the video region and the chat 
region. <^m%,. ^IH^ 

* : \ .- • |! ' 
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27. (Canceled) A graphical user interface for presentation on a display device, 
the graphical user interface comprising: ^ 

a video region of the display for presentatiolil| a yideo program having an 
identifying characteristic; and IF 

a chat region of the !ipj$^ presentation of text 

communications between viewers of the video program during viewing of the video 
program, wherein the appearance of the graphical user interface outside the video 
region is determined jggteast in part by r an identifying characteristic of the video 
program, whereiri-the idfpifying characteristic is used to determine a background 
underlying at4l|§^ of the video region and a portion of the chat 



region. 
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58. (Previously Presented) In a client system comprising^ ^display for 
simultaneously showing video programs received from one or more video sources and 
chat communication corresponding to the received video programs, wherein the client 
system is capable of connecting to one or more host sei^grs bf one of ^offore service 
providers and one or more chat servers offering one or mbre chat rooms, a method of a 
service provider controlling a client system's access jibne oi^fere chat rooms that have 
been associated with a particular video program, compit^fcg: 

at the client system, receiving a video progM|Mpfi a video source; 

displaying the video program at the client system; 

receiving chat link data fr<M[^We^ccm6vid^ indicating that the client 
system may display a user selectable chit link 1 for connecting to a chat room that 
is associated with the video program! 

displaying jM||gr selectable? chat link simultaneously with the video 
program; §§r ^ 

upon^^^^^^^^^^tion of the chat link, sending a chat request to a 
host server; , 

^11^^^ a clpfoom identifier from the host server that identifies the 
available cha|gom associated with the video program and a chat server; and 

automfflcally connecting the client system with the chat room that is 
I^^^iated with the video program using the chat room identifier received from 
thell^server. 
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73. (Previously Presented) For a client system comprising a display for 
simultaneously showing video programs received from one or more video sources and 
chat communication corresponding to the received video programs^ |^ the client 



.,Hl ; >f 



system is capable of connecting to one or more host servers! bf one or ! more service 
providers and one or more chat servers offering one or xAorc chat roomsj^T computer 
program product comprising computer-executable .iristmctions for implementing a 
method of a service provider controlling a client ^ to one or more chat 

rooms that have been associated with a particular video program, the method comprising: 

at the client system, receiving a video programifrom a video source; 

displaying the video progr|^||||yclirat system; 

receiving chat link data from the ^mlliprovider indicating that the client 

system may display a user selectab^dhat link for connecting to a chat room that 

BE 

is associated with the yideo prograrrf| „ 

displaying the user selectable chat link simultaneously with the video 

P r °8 ram ' jfk Mmmm^ 

upon receiyiii| user selection of the chat link, sending a chat request to a 
host seg|||^ "^^^fe^ 
,:#"7e(^lilg a chat room identifier from the host server that identifies the 
g|available chaflpom associated with the video program and a chat server; and 
>**^tl^ automatically connecting the client system with the chat room that is 
aiS|tiated^With the video program using the chat room identifier received from 
the hdiPserver. 
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94. (New) In a client system comprising a display for simultaneously showing 
video programs received from one or more video sources and chat communication 
corresponding to the received video programs, wherein the client systerriiis capable of 
connecting to one or more host servers of one or more service providers and one or more 
chat servers offering one or more chat rooms, a method of a seryieelpll^ider controlling 
a client system's access to one or more chat rooms that havefbeen asspliated with a 
particular video program, comprising: 1p F 

at the client system, receiving a video program from a video source; 

displaying the video program at the cliS^|system; 

receiving chat link data from the service po^ indicating that the client 
system may display a user selectable chat link for connecting to a chat room that 
is associated with the video progralllllliii^^^ ^ 

displaying the user selectlble Jilf" simultaneously with the video 
program; 

upon receiving user selectioftof^the chat link, sending a chat request to a 
host server; ,r r ' 

receiving, a ch^|raon^ from the host server that identifies the 

available cKat room associated with the video program and a chat server; 

automaticaH the client system with the chat room that is 

assoeiatel'^llithe yicieo program using the chat room identifier received from 
jtfie host servefff 

/"^llll:,. receiving a user interface template identifier that identifies one of a 
plKlity ofliser interface templates available at the client system, each of which 
defirilPat least a video region for displaying the video program and a chat region 
for displaying text communication; and 

displaying any received or sent chat communication based on the 
identified user interface template. 
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95. (New) For a client system comprising a display for simultaneously 
showing video programs received from one or more video sources and chat 
communication corresponding to the received video programs, wherein the^client system 
is capable of connecting to one or more host servers of one or more sendee providers and 
one or more chat servers offering one or more chat rooms, a compi||feprogram product 
comprising computer-executable instructions for implementing! meffillipf a service 
provider controlling a client system's access to one or more chit rooms ISfci^e been 
associated with a particular video program, the method comprising: / 

at the client system, receiving a video program from a video source; 

displaying the video program at the clieht sptem; 

receiving chat link data from the service pi6|i||^ihdicating that the client 
system may display a user selectable chat link for connecting to a chat room that 
is associated with the video progr^p i S8^^||T r 

displaying the user selectalle^at liffik simultaneously with the video 
program; |f 

upon recei^^^r selectioiiofthe chat link, sending a chat request to a 



host server; If ^ 

rec^1^^c^ftftiiP?ientifier from the host server that identifies the 
available chat rool^|ociated with the video program and a chat server; 

the client system with the chat room that is 
associated withlthe video program using the chat room identifier received from 

,/f HI! 

jSthe host server;? 

w receiving user interface template identifier that identifies one of a plurality 
of iis^interface templates available at the client system, each of which defines at 
least/a video region for displaying the video program and a chat region for 
displaying text communication; and 

displaying any received or sent chat communication based on the 
identified user interface template. 
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